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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Williams et 
al (2006/0058010) in view of Plush et al (2002/0068546). 

Consider claims 1 and 8, Williams ct al teach a system and method for dynamic tariffing 
and billing (par. 0001), the system comprising a Service Handler part (1) for controlling the 
dynamic tariffing and billing (par. 0060), a Data part (2) for storing information (par. 0061, 
SDF) and a Rating part (3) for making calculations (par. 0071), the Service Handler part (1) 
being linked to the Data part (2) via a first interface (1) and to the Rating part (3) via a second 
interface (13) (see Fig. 1-2), wherein the Data part (2) comprises a database (21) for storing an 
account value indicating a tariff; at least two types of telecommunication services, a first type of 
telecommunication services indicating one or more telecommunication services that decrease the 
account value, and a second type of telecommunication services indicating one or more 
telecommunication services that increase the account value; a rule-set for mapping a 
telecommunication service on a value by which the account value is to be decreased or increased 
(par. 0061; 0064); the Service Handler part (1) is arranged to detect a usage of the 
telecommunication service (par. 0065); retrieve data from the Data part (2) (par. 0067); send the 
data to the Rating part (3) for calculating a new account value (par. 0068-0069; 0071); receive 
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the new account value from the Rating part (3); and send the new account value to the Data part 
(1) to overwrite the account value (par. 0070, 0072-0073). 

Williams et al did not suggest of the Data part storing a list of subscribers that belong to 
the same group. However, Plush et al suggested such (abstract; 0042; 0055). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate the teaching of Plush et al into view of Williams et al in order to provide group 
subscription for enable sharing of an account among users. 

Consider claims 2 and 9, Plush ct al teach wherein the system further comprises a 
Provisioning part (4) that is linked to the Service Handler part (1) via a third interface (14), the 
Provisioning part (4) comprising a first external interface (41) for sending and/or receiving 
provisioning data to a legacy system (par. 0052). 

Consider claims 3 and 10, Plush et al teach wherein the system further comprises a User 
Access part (5) that is linked to the Service Handler part (1) via a fourth interface (15), the User 
Access part (5) comprising a second external interface (51) for providing access to the system to 
a subscriber (par. 0037; 0039). 

Consider claims 4 and 11, Plush et al teach wherein the system further comprises a User 
Info part (6) that is linked to the Service Handler part (1) via a fifth interface (16), the User Info 
part (6) comprising a third external interface (61) for sending subscription information to a 
subscriber (par. 0055-0056). 

Consider claims 5 and 12, Plush et al teach wherein the system further comprises a 
Service Provider Access part that is linked to the Service Handler part (1) via a sixth interface 
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(17) , the Service Provider Access part (9) comprising a fourth external interface (71) for 
providing access to the system to a service provider (par. 0050-0052; 0078). 

Consider claims 6 and 13, Plush et al teach wherein the system further comprises a 
Billing Interface part (8) that is linked to the Service Handler part (1) via a seventh interface 

(18) , the Billing Interface part (8) comprising a fifth external interface (81) for sending billing 
information to a service provider (par. 0069-0070; 0078). 

Consider claims 7 and 14, Williams et al teach wherein the system further comprises a 
Service Access Control part (9) that is linked to the Service Handler part (1) via a eighth 
interface (19), the Service Access Control part (9) comprising a sixth external interface (91) for 
detecting usage of the telecommunication service, and the Service Access Control part (9) is 
arranged to send detecting information to the Service Handler part (1) (par. 0065-0068). 
Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

4. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop (explanation, e.g., Amendment or After-final, etc.) 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Facsimile responses should be faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quoc Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7511. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz, can be reached on (571) 272-7499. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Quoc D Tran/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 
February 10, 2009 



